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Foreword
The Habit of Being a Mother

I was a homeschooling mother. This is somewhat like being a teen-
age werewolf. It is weird. While I wrote this book based on my 
own experiences of motherhood, which included homeschooling, 
I hope the scope of the book is helpful to all mothers and daugh-
ters. Many homeschooling mothers work outside their homes or 
have paying gigs at home. I wrote this for all of you. This is not 
some sort of how-to-be-a-homemaker book, although I hope it 
will help you make your home beautiful from the inside out. This 
is a book about the women I know and the things they face and 
feel. Some have jobs and some don’t. Elisabeth Elliot encouraged 
women to find Titus 2 mentors, and even worse, she encouraged 
women to be Titus 2 mentors. Most older women I know feel too 
inadequate for that title. That is why I wrote this book—to illus-
trate that they are not. 

Cindy Rollins
2023
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Introduction

This is a book about self-education. It is not a book about homes-
chooling our children so much as about homeschooling ourselves. 
In that way, it is not a book for homeschooling moms only but for 
all moms who want to become educated in the midst of a busy life.

It is not a book about parenting. It is a book about how a moth-
er can capture her moments and days in such a way that they add 
up to a life worth living. Her life.

I hope as you are reading this book the lines between spirit, 
body, and mind become blurred, seamless. Our minds, bodies, and 
spirits are a trivium, a trinity, best kept in balance. In point eigh-
teen of her twenty principles, Charlotte Mason says: 

We should allow no separation to grow up be-
tween the intellectual and “spiritual” life of 
children; but should teach them that the divine 
Spirit has constant access to their spirits, and is 
their continual helper in all the interests, duties 
and joys of life. 

We should allow no separation to grow in our own adult 
lives either. 
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Beyond Mere Motherhood

A. W. Tozer, in his book The Pursuit of God, caps off a masterful 
work with a masterful chapter on the importance of not separat-
ing the sacred from the secular. This does not mean that we have to 
over-spiritualize our pursuits to make them acceptable. You know 
how we tack spiritual things on to secular things to make them 
seem noble? Like singing a hymn while changing  the baby’s diaper 
or making sure we read a Bible verse at book club? It means that 
our regular, ordinary, daily tasks are already spiritual. Maybe we 
just feel like singing hymns while changing the diaper or maybe 
not. Either way the diaper changing is sacred and so is the hymn, if 
our hearts are tuned towards our Creator.
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C h a p t e r  O n e

The Thinking Mother
Let us practice the fine art of making every work a 
priestly ministration. Let us believe that God is in all 
our simple deeds and learn to find Him there. 

A. W. Tozer, The Pursuit of God

Ordo Amoris

I used to think that I had been cheated out of an education by 
the system. After graduating from high school woefully ignorant, 
I began my own course of self-education. This has been both grat-
ifying and frustrating as I discovered for myself that the more you 
know the more there is to know. One thing I know now is that 
all education is ultimately self-education. I hadn’t been cheated by 
the system; the system itself was never able to perform the task. It 
had always been up to me, just as your education has always been 
up to you. Over the years, I have noticed people from different el-
ementary and high school educational venues complaining about 
the education they received. Just like I did. 

I grew up in Florida public schools. A friend who attended pri-
vate Christian schools all her life would never send her children to 
one of those. And many grown-up homeschoolers complain about 
the poor education they got from their mothers. I have begun to 
look at all these complaints kind of like those pesky internet ads. 
They don’t reflect the site you are visiting so much as you. We all 




